Gender Differences
Gender: includes the cultural, social, physical, and psychological meaning associated with being male or female
Gender Development

- Gender role - (how you act)- includes behaviors, attitudes, and personality traits that describe male or female
- Gender Identity - (how you think)- is the psychological feeling of being a male or female
- Gender Stereotypes - are simplistic generalizations about the gender attributes, differences, and roles of individuals and/or groups
- Androgynous - having the characteristics or nature of both male and female
What causes Gender Differences?

· Biological theory – Sexual characteristics determined by 23rd chromosome XX- female; XY male
· Psychoanalytic theory - behaviors are learned by "identifying" with same sex parent
· Social Learning theory – gender development occurs through socially observing, interacting, and modeling other people and images
· Cognitive theory

· Gender Schema - involves a person’s mental representation, or what he or she thinks is female or male
